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Outline:

• Save and Grow: FAO policy advice for 
Sustainable Intensification of Rice Production

• Regional Rice Initiative: Save and Grow Case 
Studies from Vietnam, Indonesia

• Lessons Learned and Policy Advice

• Video: Save and Grow Lao Farmer Testimony



Take home messages:

• Save and Grow in practice makes good 
agronomic and ecological sense, enhances 
profitability and sustains local food and 
nutrition security!

• Quality education for smallholder farmers 
through Farmers Field Schools is essential!

• Enabling policy and regulatory reform, 
innovative partnerships and investments in 
service of scaling out are vital for rice sector 
transformation towards sustainability!



Sustainable Intensification of Crop 
Production, promoting Climate-Smart 

practices while optimizing multiple 
ecosystem goods & services

A POLICYMAKER’S GUIDE
TO THE SUSTAINABLE 

INTENSIFICATION
OF SMALLHOLDER CROP 

PRODUCTION

www.fao.org/ag/save-and-grow/
www.fao.org/publications/save-
and-grow/maize-rice-wheat/en/

(FAO, 2016)

http://www.fao.org/ag/save-and-grow/
http://www.fao.org/publications/save-and-grow/maize-rice-wheat/en/
http://www.fao.org/ag/save-and-grow/MRW/index_en.html


Regional Rice Initiative (2013-18/19)
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 Capacity building on 
Sustainable 
Intensification of 
Rice Production 
through Farmers 
Field Schools (FAO, 2016)



INDONESIAN CASE STUDY:

POTENTIAL CLIMATE CHANGE RELATED 

BENEFIT FROM APPLICATION OF SAVE 

AND GROW

Farmers’ Initiatives for

Ecological Livelihoods and

Democracy



SOIL   AND 

WATERMANAGEMENT

Straw management

Organic matter :=> Plankton => Fish

Aquatic plant diversity => local food

Soil organic matter – soil moist 

Reduce chemical fertilizer

1-2 cm : save water

Avoid continuous flooding the rice field

Farmers’ Initiatives for

Ecological Livelihoods and

Democracy



Landscape & Plant 

Management

Landscape intervention not individual 

plot 

Non Chemical Pesticides 

Single seed planting

Young seedling 12-14 days

Wider planting distance 25-30 cm

IPM 

Organic fertilizer

Farmers’ Initiatives for

Ecological Livelihoods and

Democracy



Planting Vegetable on Bund

Chili, 

Shallot, 

Spring onion, 

Pak choi, 

Tomato, 

Spinach, 

Maize.

Kangkoong

String bean

Tomato

Cucumber



• Policy : Between Ministry 
of Agriculture - Ministry 
of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries.

• Small scale farmers need 
policy support to produce 
not only rice, but also 
diversity of nutritious 
food   vegetable, fish

• Indonesian Mina Padi
Program.

POLICY

Farmers’ Initiatives for

Ecological Livelihoods and

Democracy



• Save and Grow makes good 
agronomic and ecological 
sense while enhancing 
profitability and local food 
and nutrition security

• Remove pervert subsidies 
on chemical farm inputs

• Invest in quality education 
and ecosystem-literacy 
training for smallholder rice 
farmers

• Innovative partnerships for 
scale out

Lessons learned and policy advice

(FAO, 2014)



http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/perspectives/re
gional-rice/en/


